Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SOFIA 00423 021115Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SOEIA 0423 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: CVIS, PFOR, SHUM, BU 
SUBJECT: DIVIDED EAMILIES 

REE: A) SOFIA 0354; B) STATE 038061 

1. EMBASSY HAS DELAYED PLANNED REVIEW OE DIVIDED EAMILIES CASES 
WITH NIKOLAI KOVACHEV, DEPUTY CHIEE CONSULAR DEPT, UNTIL RECEIPT 

OF LIST OF APPROVED CASES ALLEGEDLY PRESENTED BY AMBASSADOR POPOV 
TO DEPUTY SECRETARY-DESIGNATE CHRISTOPHER. EMBASSY REQUESTED 
LIST IN REF A (FEB 22) AND NEEDS RESPONSE BEFORE WE ABLE TO 
PROCEED WITH IN-DEPTH REVIEW. IF DEPT DOES NOT HAVE LIST, AS 
MEA CLAIMS, THEN EMBASSY WILL ATTEMPT OBTAIN HERE. REF A 
REPORTED MFA'S RELUCTANCE TO PROVIDE SUBJECT LIST TO EMBASSY 
ALLEGEDLY BECAUSE IT GIVEN TO DEPT. 

2. OUR PROBLEM COMPOUNDED BY FACT THAT MFA OFFICER IN INFORMAL 
CONVERSATION NOTED ONE OE OUR NEW CASES APPROVED FOR TRAVEL. 

WE DO NOT KNOW IE IT IS ONE OF THE 14 CASES. WE DARE NOT 

NOTIEY SPONSOR OR APPLICANT ON BASIS OP SUCH TENUOUS INPO, 

AND ARE WAITING FOR MORE COMPLETE REVIEW WITH MFA TO 
LEARN OFFICIALLY THAT APPROVAL GRANTED THIS NEW CASE 
AND THE 14 CASES MFA CLAIMS PROCESSED THROUGH BULGARIAN 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON. WE THINK IT INADVISABLE TO APPROACH 
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KOVACHEV ON A PIECEMEAL BASIS. AGAIN REQUEST RESPONSE 
TO PARA 6 B REF A. 

HERZ 
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